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7th Grade Devotional 1
ELEMENTS OF BLESSING

Our friend, Dr. John Trent, has been the champion of the blessing for decades. In his study of this topic, he has identified five primary elements of every blessing. They are:
1. Appropriate, meaningful touch

2. Encouraging, spoken words
3. Attaching high value

4. Acknowledging a special future

5. Making a genuine commitment

We will take a quick look at each of these over the next few devotions. For a deeper look into "the blessing" go to www.theblessing.com.
TOUCH
Many times a simple touch can change everything. Research has shown that, even with its other needs met, a baby will die without the physical touch of another human being.

It's such a strong and effective way to convey human emotion that we write poems and sing songs about it. We highlight it in movies and TV shows. A single touch can be used to communicate what thousands of words cannot begin to say.




Perhaps that is why an inappropriate touch is so damaging. A strong pat on the back says we did a good job or we're appreciated as a valuable friend. But a slap across the face or a punch on the shoulder can indicate that we are despised or worthless.

Since Biblical times, the laying on of hands has been a way to release power, transfer anointing, and impart blessing from one person to another. It was used to anoint kings, empower prophets, and heal the sick and impaired.

Matthew 20:29-34 tells us that Jesus was being followed by a great crowd as he departed Jericho. Among the noise from all the people, he hears two men cry out for mercy and healing.

Matthew 20:34
34 And Jesus, being moved with compassion, touched their eyes; and straightway they received their sight, and followed him.

A simple touch from the Son of God and their lives were dramatically changed forever. You can be the conduit, the channel, the instrument that God uses to touch the lives of those around you with the blessing that only He can provide.

Parents:
As you walk through your daily life, look for ways that you can use appropriate, meaningful touch with your family.

Rites Of Passage Experience
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